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THE INTRODUCTION  

 

SLANG consists of a lexicon of non-standard words and phrases in a given language. Use of 

these words and phrases is typically associated with the subversion of a standard variety (such 

as Standard English) and is likely to be interpreted by listeners as implying particular attitudes 

on the part of the speaker. In some contexts, a speaker’s selection of slang words or phrases 

may convey prestige, indicating group membership or distinguishing group members from 

those who are not a part of the group. 

 

Portmanteau for the words : Short and LANGuage 

 

Influenced by different languages, dialects, cultures, sayings, and on some occassions, tone or 

accent of a voice, the word SLANG caught on as a coined term during the late 80's in Atlanta, 

Georgia by Madamé Constable Charlotte Hemingsworth VIII as she was famous for speaking 

in a Southern accent and was too lax to complete phrases during normal conversations. She 

claims that it was for the purpose of concealing topics amongst close friends from 

eavesdropping citizens or members of the small community. 

 

It is often difficult to collect etymologies for slang terms, largely because slang is a 

phenomenon of speech, rather than written language and etymologies which are typically 

traced via corpus. 

 

In its earliest attested use (1756), the word slang referred to the vocabulary of „low or 

disreputable“ people. By the early nineteenth century, it was no longer exclusively associated 

with disreputable people, but continued to be applied to language use below the level of 

standard educated speech. The origin of the word is uncertain, although it appears to be 

connected with thieves' cant. A Scandinavian origin has been proposed (compare, for 

example, Norwegian slengenavn, which means „nickname“), but is discounted by the Oxford 

English Dictionary based on „date and early associations“. Jonathan Green however agrees 

with the possibility of a Scandinavian origin, suggesting the same root as that of sling, which 

means „to throw“, and noting that slang is a thrown language — a quick, honest way to make 

your point. 

 

Eric Partridge, cited as the first to report on the phenomenon of slang in a systematic and 

linguistic way, postulated that a term would likely be in circulation for a decade before it 

would be written down. Nevertheless, it seems that slang generally forms via deviation from a 

standard form. This „spawning“ of slang occurs in much the same way that any general 

semantic change might occur. The difference here is that the slang term's new meaning takes 

on a specific social significance having to do with the group the term indexes. 
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WHAT IS SLANG? 

 

Defining slang 
 

Few linguists have endeavored to clearly define what constitutes slang. However, what is 

known is that slang is a linguistic phenomenon ever present and consistently changing among 

every subculture worldwide. Some suggest that the reason slang exists is because we must 

come up with new ways of defining new experiences that have surfaced with time and 

modernity. Attempting to remedy the lack of a clear definition, however, Bethany K. Dumas 

and Jonathan Lighter argue that an expression should be considered „true slang“ if it meets at 

least two of the following criteria: 

 

1. It lowers, if temporarily, „the dignity of formal or serious speech or writing“; in 

other words, it is likely to be considered in those contexts a „glaring misuse of 

register“. 

        Its use implies that the user is familiar with whatever is referred to, or with a group of 

people who are familiar with it and use the term. 

2. „It's a taboo term in ordinary discourse with people of a higher social status or 

greater responsibility.“ 

3. It replaces „a well-known conventional synonym.“ This is done primarily to 

avoid discomfort caused by the conventional synonym or discomfort or 

annoyance caused by having to elaborate further. 

 

Michael Adams remarks that, „[Slang] is liminal language... it is often impossible to tell, even 

in context, which interests and motives it serves... slang is on the edge.“ Slang dictionaries, 

collecting thousands of slang entries, offer a broad, empirical window into the motivating 

forces behind slang“. 

 

While many forms of language may be considered „sub-standard“, slang remains distinct 

from colloquial and jargon terms because of its specific social contexts. 

 

Social implications 
 

Indexicality 

 

 

Slang is usually associated with a particular group and plays a role in constructing our 

identities. While slang outlines social space, attitudes about slang partly construct group 

identity and identify individuals as members of groups. Therefore, using the slang of a 

particular group will associate an individual with that group. Using Silverstein's notion of 

different orders of indexicality, it can be said that a slang term can be a second-order index to 

this particular group. Employing a slang term, however, can also give an individual the 

qualities associated with the term's group of origin, whether or not the individual is actually 

trying to identify as a member of the group. This allocation of qualities based on abstract 

group association is known as third-order indexicality. 
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As outlined by Elisa Mattiello in her book,a slang term can take on various levels of 

identification. Giving the examples of the terms „foxy“ and „shagadelic“, Mattiello explains 

that neither term makes sense given a standard interpretation of English: 

 

    „foxy“, although clearly a „denominal adjective“ from its -y suffix, does not make sense 

semantically, as it is a synonym with sexy and has nothing to do with foxes; 

    „shagadelic“ is a combination of a slang term with a slang suffix and therefore is 

considered an „extra-grammatical“ creation. 

 

Nevertheless, Matiello concludes that those agents who identify themselves as „young men“ 

have „genuinely coined“ these terms and choose to use them over „canonical“ terms —like 

beautiful or sexy—because of the indexicalized social identifications the former convey. 

 

First and second order indexicality 

 

In terms of first and second order indexicality, the usage of speaker-oriented terms by male 

adolescents indicated their membership to their age group, to reinforce connection to their 

peer group, and to exclude outsiders. 

 

Higher-order indexicality 

 

In terms of higher order indexicality, anyone using these terms may desire to appear fresher, 

undoubtedly more playful, faddish, and colourful than someone who employs the standard 

English term „beautiful“. This appearance relies heavily on the hearer's third-order 

understanding of the term's associated social nuances and presupposed use-cases.[6] 

 

Subculture associations 

 

Often, distinct subcultures will create slang that members will use in order to associate 

themselves with the group, or to delineate outsiders. 

 

Slang terms are often known only within a clique or ingroup. For example, Leet („Leetspeak“ 

or „1337“) was originally popular only among certain Internet subcultures, such as software 

crackers and online video gamers. During the 1990s, and into the early 21st century, however, 

Leet became increasingly more commonplace on the Internet, and it has spread outside 

Internet-based communication and into spoken languages. Other types of slang include SMS 

language used on mobile phones, and „chatspeak“, (e.g., „LOL“, an acronym meaning 

„laughing out loud“ or „laugh out loud“ or ROFL, „rolling on the floor laughing“), which are 

widely used in instant messaging on the Internet. 
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Social media and Internet slang 

 

Slang is often taken from social media as a sign of social awareness and shared knowledge of 

popular culture. This particular branch of slang has become more prevalent since the early 

2000s as a result of the rise in popularity of social networking services, including Facebook, 

Twitter, and Instagram. This has created new vocabularies associated with each new social 

media venue, such as the use of the term “friending” on Facebook, which is a verbification of 

“friend” used to describe the process of adding a new person to one's list of friends on the 

website, despite the existence of an analogous term “befriend“. This term is much older than 

Facebook, but has only recently entered the popular lexicon. Unlike most slang, social media 

slang is often not spoken aloud in conversation, but rather written, though it is still not viewed 

as acceptable in a formal setting. Other examples of the slang found in social media include a 

general trend toward shortened words or acronyms. These are especially associated with 

services such as Twitter, which has a 140 character limit for each message and therefore 

requires a briefer, more condensed manner of communication. This includes the use of 

hashtags which explicitly state the main content of a message or image, such as #food or 

#photography.
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THE SLANG DICTIONARY 
 

 

AWESOME SAUCE 

 

A beautifully assonant phrase which can and should be used on any 

occasion where joy and elation are expressed. 

Something that is more awesome than awesome. 

 

 

The origin of ‘awesome sauce’ is probably from Strong Bad, although in 

that case he refers to a cleaning product with the trade name of Awesome 

Sauce. ‘Awesome sauce’ has been adapted for use both as an exclamation 

or reserved sign of approval. 

 

• Joanne: I just got a hired at Big Lots.  

Paul: Awesome sauce! 
 

 

 

BOOMERANG CHILDREN 

 

Children who move out of their family’s house, purportedly to get jobs 

and/or start their own lives, but who return shortly thereafter to live with their 

parents again. 

 

• As the cost of living increases and jobs become harder to find, more 

and more parents find that instead of having an empty nest, they 

have boomerang children living with them. 

 

 

BROPOCALYPSE 

 

A large gathering of “bros” on a mission to do one thing, to get bombed, 

tanked, or wasted usually ending in some people doing something stupid. 

 

• Yo bro, everybody is gonna be at this party, its gonna turn into a 

bropocalypse!! 
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BUGGER ALL 

 

Sometimes hyphenated. A British expression meaning “nothing.” 
 

• I know precisely bugger all about nuclear thermodynamics. 

 

C – NOTE 

 

A one-hundred dollar bill. C stands for “centum” the Latin word for 100. 

The word “note” actually come from the bill it’s self. Which reads, “This note is 

leagal tender for all debts, public and private.” 

 

• You owe me one C-Note from that loan I gave you. 
 

 

 

DAWG 

 

1. Slang for “my close acquaintance” 

 

• 1. Wuddup dawg?  

How are you doing my close acquaintance?  
 

 

.  

 

DRIVE UP A WALL 

 

To bother or annoy to a large extent. 

 

• The word ‘DUDE’ drives me up a wall. 
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DUCK FACE 

 

Stupid facial expression put forth by women that don’t know how to 

smile. The Duckface is made by moving both lips has far up and outward as 

possible. Commonly seen in photos of women where the lighting is too high up 

or they’re taking photos of them self in the mirror. 

 

• She put on a duckface the moment she pulled out her camera. 

  

 

Dweet 

 

  1. A Twitter tweet sent when drunk. A drunk tweet.  

 

  2. A Twitter tweet sent while on a date. A date tweet. 

 

• Did you see that dweet Adam sent last night? He must have been 

waisted.  

 

2. @dweet He just went to bar to get us drinks, he is so hot.  

 

 

 

FAUXPOLOGY 

 

When you falsely apologize to someone to make you look like the bigger 

person, even though you don’t mean a word of it. 

 

Often used by pro athletes, movie stars, and politicians when they get 

caught cheating, making absurd comments, or get arrested for drugs. 

 

• After Tiger Woods slept with that stripper he had to offer a public 

Fauxpology. 
 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Twitter
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=tweet
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=drunk
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Adam
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=bar
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=drinks
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 FRANKENFOOD 

 

Genetically-modified food crops, often including the insertion of genetic 

material that cannot be found in nature. While we’re assured they are safe, little 

testing goes into making sure this is true. 

 

• Many countries and consumers are wising up to the hazards 

inherent in frankenfoods. 

 

 

FRIEND ZONE 

A term many guys (and some girls) use when they have been rejected, 

whether it is straight out or inadvertently said. People tend to claim it is the other 

person’s fault and/or that they are a “friendzoning idiot” despite the fact that the 

person may really only like them as a friend, which is a false move seeing as 

that person believes they should fake feelings and be in a relationship. 

 

• Girl1: Thanks, you’re a great friend!  

Guy1: Did you seriously just friend zone me?  

Girl1: Excuse me? 

 

Guy2: Will you go out with me?  

Girl2: I’m sorry. I just don’t like you in that way, you’re a friend.  

 

Guy3: So Susie totally friendzoned me today.  

Guy4: Aw, what a bummer, man.. 

 

 

 

Gucci 

Good, chill, cool, awesome...  

Comes from Gucci as in the fashion label... because Gucci is rich 

therefore he is good and cool. 

 

• It’s all Gucci! 
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Hangry 

 

When you are so hungry that your lack of food causes you to become 

angry, frustrated or both.  

 

An amalgum of hungry and angry invented to describe that feeling when 

you get when you are out at a restaurant and have been waiting over an 

hour to get the meal that you have ordered. 

 

• “Damn! Where is that steak I ordered? We’ve been waiting for an 

hour and a half here. The service here is terrible! I’m starving! I 

don’t know about you, but I’m starting to feel really hangry!” 

 
 

HELICOPTER PARENT 

 

  A parent who hovers over their child, regardless of the 

child’s needs or desires. An over protective parent who does not want their child 

to face any difficulty without their parent’s help. 

 

• That kid’s mom just went onto the field to check on his injury. 

All he did was slide into home. Think she’s a helicopter parent?? 

 

HOT MESS 

Defined, “hot mess” refers to when a “person’s appearance is in a state of 

total disarray while still maintaining an undeniable attractiveness” & 

allure. 

 

Hot mess is appealing for a variety of reasons, most notably because 

they’re generally unexpected, capricious, & agonizingly provocative. 

Additionally, numerous contingent factors make duplication rare and 

continual repetition virtually impossible. 

 

No one set of guidelines can perpetually determine what distinguishes a 

“hot mess” from an above-average train wreck. Regardless of the 

circumstances, you know it when you see it; because they are typically 

conspicuous, and obviously they are always awesome. 

 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=hot%20mess
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=train%20wreck
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=awesome
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• Justin: “Did you see Molly this morning? We partied all night and 

she ended up passing out on the lawn.”  

Eric: “Yea, she came in this morning to find the rest of her clothes. 

She looked terrible, and awesome.”  

Justin: “Damn, hot messes’ like that don’t come around very often. 

 

HYPED 

2. Extremely excited, ecstatic, stoked, treed, pumped, psyched, jazzed, 

amped, revved, wired.  

 

2. Exaggerated expectations created by over-promising or over-

advertising hype. 

 

• I am hyped—my new surfboard rocks!  

2. These stupid headphones were hyped. 

 

MO 

3. Short for “modus operandi”... 

a person’s way of doing things or their style.  

4. Used in meaning of MORE. 

 

• 1. “If y’all’d leave me alone this wouldn’t be my M.O.” -Eminem  

5. Jack: Give me MO of that pizza. 
 

PREGRET 

  Knowing you shouldn’t do something or you’ll regret it,  

but doing it anyway.  

 

• Justine: I knew that last pizza slice would make me 

sick. I pregreted it! 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Justin
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Molly
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Eric


The Slang  Ognjen Timotijević, IV-1 

 

 13 

QUANTUM PHYSICS 

  The ultimate not understanding  

(e.g., the reason one sock disappears when you do your laundry) 

 

• Elizabeth: Have you seen new Avengers movie? 

Freddie: Yeah! It is such quantum physics for me. 

 

RATCHET 

A diva, especially one from an urban area or of lower socioeconomic status, 

who incorrectly believes she is every man’s dream. 

 

• Mike: There’s that girl Becky! 

Ed: Yeah bro, she’s such ratchet! 

 

RENDEZBOOZE 

When a group of people (friends, co-workers, acquaintances) get together to 

drink. 

 

• I just bought a bottle of gin and have tonic at home, we 

should rendezbooze at your place for further 

discussion on the topic..... 

 

 

TYPERACTIVE 

Someone who is overly talkative on emails or text messages. 

 

• Man, Emily should get a job. She’s been text 

massaging me every 2 minutes. And there are 10 

emails in my inbox from her. She is way typeractive 

today. 

 

 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=people
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=friends
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=drink
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=bottle
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=gin
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=home
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Someone
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=text
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=messages
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Man
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Emily
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=way
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WINGMAN 

  A Wingman is a guy you bring along with you on singles  

outings (like to bars) that helps you out with the women. 

 

• “I need a Wingman, ASAP!”  

“If you need a Wingman, I’m here for you buddy” 

 

YOLO 

Abbreviation for: you only live once  

The dumb kid’s excuse for something stupid that they did  

Also one of the most annoying abbreviations ever.... 

 

• Guy 1: “Hey i heard that you broke ur leg falling off 

the balcony at that party”  

Dumbass 1: “Ya but hey YOLO” 

 

 

ZOMBIE AD 

A political advertisement that continues to appear on television or radio 

stations days if not weeks after the election is over. This includes political signs 

left in people’s yards for months or old political bumper stickers stating one’s 

support for Ross Perot, Bush/Cheney, or Proposition 13 from 1982. 

 

• I wish they would stop running those zombie ads on 

channel 7. Don’t they realize the election ended a 

month ago? 
 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=singles
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=bars
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=women
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=need
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=ASAP
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=buddy
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=one
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=the%20most
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=annoying
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=television
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Bush
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Cheney
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=zombie
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=ads
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=election
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ILLATION 

 

A slang is specialized dictionary covering the words, phrases, and idioms that 

reflect the least formal speech of a language. These terms are often metaphorical 

and playful, and are likely to be evanescent as the spoken language changes 

from one generation to another. Much slang belongs to specific groups, as the 

jargon of a particular class, profession, or age group. Some is vulgar. Some 

slang terms have staying power as slang, but others make a transition into 

common informal speech, and then into the standard language. An online slang 

dictionary, such as the Dictionary.com Slang Dictionary, provides immediate 

information about the meaning and history of a queried term and its 

appropriateness or lack of appropriateness in a range of social and professional 

circumstances.  
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